A Brother’s Love
It was two o’clock on a snowy Friday afternoon and things were starting to quiet down around the office for the week.  Suddenly in walked Bob.  He was an elderly gentleman and he softly asked if someone had time to talk with him.  Bob’s brother John was out in the vehicle, he could be seen through the office window huddling in the front seat of an old car wrapped in blankets.  John was 80 years old and was just released from the local hospital.  Bob stated that they were from out of town but had no money for gas to get them back to the comforts of their home.  Bob didn’t ask for gas money, instead he asked if they could stay in the shelter until next week when John’s  Social Security Income would be in his account allowing them to have money for gas to get back home.  The only beds left in the shelter were two cots and it was clear that John, even though released from the hospital, wasn’t in the best of health and being home would be in his best interest.  
Bob went out to the car to check on John. The RMHH staff didn’t miss a beat.  It was known that there had recently been donations made of gift cards to local businesses.  But would there be one to a gas station with enough money to get them back home?  Bob and John were sitting in the car when they were handed a $30 gift card to Cashwise Foods and Little Duke’s gas station.  John pulled his fragile hand out of his blankets to take the card and expressed a thank-you that was barely audible.   Bob was given an additional blanket to help keep John warm and a container of caramel rolls for the trip home.  
Bob took the items, looked at his brother and then turned around to the staff with tears in his eyes and said “God bless you.  This is a wonderful place”.  He got in the car, waved another thank you and headed off to get his brother home safely.  
Incidents like this happen often at the Ruth Meiers Hospitality House but it never fails to touch our staffs’ heart each and every time.  It is a part of our daily jobs to help out those in need in our community and those communities around us.  But without the donations given to us from you the community we wouldn’t be able to help with needs such as food, blankets, and gas money to get someone’s brother home. 

